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The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is responsible for the United Nations 
activities in the fight against 
* illicit drugs 
Åinternational crime (organized crime, trafficking in human beings), 

corruption and 
* terrorism
and assists Member States in these efforts.

The three pillars of the UNODC work are: 

ÅResearch and analytical work to increase knowledge and understanding of drugs and crime 
issues and expand the evidence -base for policy and operational decisions; 

ÅNormative work to assist States in the ratification and implementation of the international 
treaties, the development of domestic legislation on drugs, crime and terrorism, and the 
provision of secretariat and substantive services to the treaty -based and governing bodies; 
and 

ÅFieldïbased technical cooperation projects to enhance the capacity of Member States to 
counteract illicit drugs, crime and terrorism (drugs: supply reduction: alternative 
development, law enforcement, forensic labs; demand reduction: prevention, treatment; 
money laundering)

UNODC has approximately 1,500 staff members or 2,300 employees worldwide of which some 650 
are located at its headquarters in Vienna.  UNODC relies on voluntary contributions, mainly from 
governments, for 90 per cent of its budget (some US$ 300 million per year).

UNODCôs ROLE WITHIN THE SYSTEM OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Goal : Towards security and justice for all ïmaking the world safer from drugs, crime and terrorism



DEVELOPMENT OF INTERNATIONAL DRUG CONTROL

Vienna, 2009  



Opium flows from British-India into China, 1650-1880
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Source: UNODC, 2008 World Drug Report, June 2008.
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First Opium War, 1839-42 



Domestic opium production in China, 1836-1906
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Source: UNODC, 2008 World Drug Report, June 2008.



1998     Special Session of the General Assembly devoted to Countering the Drug Problem 

- Political Declaration, Guiding Principles of Drug Demand Reduction;  Action Plans

Parties: 184 

Parties: 183 

Parties: 188 

2009    Political Declaration and  Plan of Action  (target date: 2019)

2016    Special Session of General Assembly 



1st International Opium Conference, Shanghai, 1909  Shanghai, 1909 



International Opium Conference, Geneva, 1925

Egypt: ñI earnestly beg all the delegates to give this question [hashish] their best attention, for I 

know the mentality of Oriental peoples, and I am afraid that it will be said thatthe question was 

not dealt with because it did not affect the safety of Europeansé.ò 

Å The 1925International Opium 

Conventionbanned exportation 

ofIndian hempto countries that 

prohibited its use. 

Å Importing countries were required 

to issue certificates approving the 

importation, stating that the 

shipment was to be used 

"exclusively for medical or 

scientific purposesò.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Opium_Convention


United Nations General Assembly Special Session 

devoted to the World Drug Problem, 8-10 June 1998

This "Drug Summit" was to assess the international drug problem, and develop a forward-looking strategy for 

the 21arcentury by focusing on six crucial issues:demand reduction (incl. ñharm reductionò - ñreducing 

the adverse consequences of drug abuseò) , alternative development; amphetamine-type stimulants; 

precursor chemicals (ñknow your customerò); money-laundering; and judicial cooperation 



9 400 

7
 2

0
0

 

1
0

4
0

1
4

9
0

1
5

6
0

1
7

3
0

1
5

4
0

1
4

6
0

2
3

2
0

2
6

2
0

2
7

9
0

3
4

0
0

3
7

6
0

4
2

7
0

4
1

4
0

4
6

1
0

5
6

2
0

4
4

5
0

4
 3

6
0

 

4
 8

2
0

 

4
 3

5
0

 

5
 7

6
0

 

4
 6

9
0

 

1
 6

3
0

 

4
 5

2
0

 

4
 7

8
0

 

4
 8

5
0

 

4
 6

2
0

 

5
 8

1
0

 

8
 0

9
0

 

6
 8

4
0

 

4
 9

5
0

 

4
 7

3
0

 

6
 9

8
0

 

4
 8

3
0

 

6
 8

1
0

 

7
 7

3
0

 

4
 7

7
0

 

6
 3

8
0

 

0

5 000

10 000

15 000

20 000

25 000

30 000

35 000

40 000

45 000
1

9
0

6
/0

7

1
9
0

9

1
9
3

4

1
9
8

0

1
9
8

2

1
9
8

4

1
9
8

6

1
9
8

8

1
9
9

0

1
9
9

2

1
9
9

4

1
9
9

6

1
9
9

8

2
0
0

0

2
0
0

2

2
0
0

4

2
0
0

6

2
0
0

8

2
0
1

0

2
0
1

2

2
0
1

4

2
0
1

6

T
o

n
s

Illicit opium production Licit poppy straw production in opium equivalents in tons Licit opium production

Global opium production in metric tons, 1906/1907 ï2016

41,600

30,000

16,600

11,600

-72%

Note: The transformation of poppy straw into opium equivalents is tentative. A transformation ratio of around 7 kg of opium for 100 kg  of poppy straw was 

applied, derived from average morphine output from poppy straw of 0.7% at the global level and an average opium morphine content of close to 10% at the 

global level (10 years average). Annual specific results were applied for data over the 2006-2015 period. Poppy straw figures for 2016 are still preliminary. 

Average 2006-2015 ratios (7.2 kg of opium for 100 kg poppy straw and 9.8 kg of morphine for 100 kg of opium) were used as proxies for 2016. 

Sources: Report of the International Opium Commission, Shanghai, China, Feb. 1909, Vol. II,  INCB, Narcotics Report, Narcotic Drugs: Estimated World 

Requirements for 2017 ïStatistics for 2015 and previous years, UNODC, A Century of International Drug Control (2009), UNODC, World Drug Report 2017 and 

previous years.

Memo:

World population:

1906:   1.75 billion 

2016:   7.47  billion

323



Trends in the global interception rate of opiates, 1980-2015
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1907/08 2006

Estimates of opiate use among the total population

1907/08 and 2006 

Source: UNODC, 2008 World Drug Report, June 2008.

-83%-93%



Estimates of annual prevalence of opiate, cocaine and ATS use at 

the global level,  1907/08 and 2006/07

Source:: UNODC calculations based on International Opium Commission, Shanghai, February 1909,  UNODC, World Drug Report 2008.

< 1.0%

1.5% - 1.6%

0.0%

0.5%

1.0%

1.5%

2.0%

1907/08 2006/07

p
re

v
a

le
n

c
e
 i
n

 %
 o

f 
to

ta
l 
p

o
p

u
la

ti
o

n



RESEARCH

Trends and patterns 



DEMAND 



Global trends in estimated number of
drug users and people with drug user 
disorders, 2006-2015

Global trends in the estimated prevalence 
of drug use and prevalence of people with 
drug use problems, 2006-2015

Drug use



Czech Republic 37 35 + %

United States 35 25-34 %

France 32 15-24 %

Monaco 31 10-14 %

Liechtenstein 31 < 10 %

Bulgaria 30

Italy 28

Spain 28

Slovakia 28

Estonia 26

Slovenia 26

Poland 25

Netherlands 23

Croatia 22

Austria 21

Ireland 20

Latvia 19

Lithuania 19

Belgium (Flanders) 18

Portugal 16

Georgia 15

Malta 14

Hungary 14

Denmark 13

Romania 11

Greece 11

Cyprus 10

Ukraine 10

Albania 10

Montenegro 10

Finland 9

Iceland 8

Sweden 8

Norway 7

Former Yugoslav 

Republic of 

Macedonia 7

Faroes 6

Moldova 6

Life-time prevalence of illicit drug use among 15-16 year 

old students in Europe and in the USA, 2015

> 25% (from previous surveys)

15-24% (from previous surveys)

Germany 
(2011)    
21 %

Bavaria    
27.1 % 

(up from 
23.9% in 2011

USA 
lifetime 

35%
annual: 28%           

European  
average: 
lifetime              

18 %
annual: 14%

Source: EMCDDA and ESPAD, ESPAD Report2015, Luxembourg 2016.
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Annual prevalence of illicit drug use at the global level, 
among the population aged 15-64, 2009 - 2015

Source: UNODC, response to annual report questionnaire.

All drug use:             5.3% 
Range:                3.3%-7.3% 

Problem drug use:      0.6% 

Range:                 0.3%-0.9% 



Source: UNODC, Annual Report questionnaire and other 
Government reports.

Treatment demand ðby primary drug-type

2011

2016

2016



Annual prevalence of opioid misuse in the USA
in per cent of the general population aged 12 and older  2016
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North America Oceania Europe South America Asia Central America & CaribbeanAfrica

(Licit) consumption or pharmaceutical opioids* per inhabitant 
in defined daily doses (DDDs) for statistical purposes, 

average 2014-2016

Source: INCB,  Narcotic Drugs 2017, p. 251.



(Licit) Consumption of opioids in S-DDDs per million inhabitants, average 2014-2016

United States

Canada
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Consumption per capita in DDDs North America Europe Oceania Latin America Asia Africa
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* in alphabetical order: 

buprenorphine, codeine, fentanyl, 
hydrocodone, hydromorphone, 
methadone, morphine, oxycodone, 
pethidine and others.



Countries with the highest levels of (licit) opioids consumption 
in S-DDDs per million inhabitants, average 2014-2016

Source: INCB,  Narcotic Drugs 2017, p. 230.
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Age distribution of the use and the misuse of pharmaceutical 
opioids in the USA, 2016 

Source: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration (SAMHSA) 
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Age distribution 

Reported use of any pain reliever (mostly opioids)

Misuse of pain relievers (mostly opioids)

Proportion of people misusing pain relievers (mostly opioids)

Overall proportion of the 
misuse of pain relievers:  
12.6% of all persons having 
access to pain medication



Health related harm

bǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ άƘŜŀƭǘƘȅέ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƭƻǎǘ ό5![¸ǎύ 
attributable to drug use, 2015



Drug overdose deaths: United States and European Union, 1985-2016

Sources: EMCDDA, UNODC, Annual Report Questionnaire data and ONDCP.
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Overdose deaths in the USA, 1999-2016 
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Overdose deaths in the USA involving opioids, 2000-2016 
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Number of opioid samples submitted to and analysed by laboratories, 

by type of drug identified, United States, 2009-2016

Source: US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), National Forensic Laboratory Information System 

reports.
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SUPPLY



Number of countries reporting drug cultivationa 2010-2015



Distribution of total drug seizure cases, 2015 (2.4 million cases)



Global drug seizures of selected drugs, by quantity, 2010-2015



Proportion of internet using drug users 
purchasing their drugs via the darknet, 2014 and 2018 (or latest year/a)
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Global opium poppy cultivation, 1998-2017

Sources: UNODC calculations based on UNODC crop monitoring surveys and responses to the annual report questionnaire.
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Opium poppy cultivation, 2017
Afghanistan 

(328,000 ha;  +63%*; 301,000-355,000 ha)

Myanmar 
(41,000 ha; -25%**; 30,200-51,900)

*change as compared to 2016;
**change as compared to 2015 

Sources: UNODC,  Opium Surveys  
in Afghanistan, Myanmar in 2017  
and Mexico 2015.

Opium in Mexico found 
in states of Sinaloa,  
Chihuahua, Durango, 
Nayarit, Jalisco, 
Michoacán, Guerrero, 
Oaxaca, Chiapas

Mexico(2015)

26,100 ha (21,500 - 28,100) 

Helmand: 144,018;  44%  + 79%
Kandahar:  28,010;    9%; +37%
Badghis:    24,726;    8%;    n.a.
Faryab:       22.797     7%   n.a.
Uruzgan:    21,541;    7%; +39%
Nangarhar:18.976;    6%;   +32%
Farah:        12,846;    4%;  +41%
Balkh:         12,116:    4% +481%
Nimroz:      11.466;    3%;+116%
Badakshan:  8,311;   3%;   +32%
Rest:             23.499;  4%;+140%



25%

Afghanistan ςopium poppy cultivation in hectares, 2017

Source:  UNODC and Ministry of Counter Narcotics, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2017 

Change 2016 to 2017



25%

Afghanistan ςopium poppy cultivation in hectares, 2017

Source:  UNODC and Ministry of Counter Narcotics, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2017 

Change 2016 to 2017



Afghan opium production in tons, 1994-2017

+87%



data a for 2016 and 2017 are still  preliminary.

Global opium poppy cultivation and production of opium, 1998-2017

Sources: UNODC calculations based on crop monitoring surveys
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Opium production in Afghanistan and related heroin seizures, 1996-2016/2017

Sources:UNODC, annual report questionnaire dataand UNODC, Afghanistan Opium Survey 2017 and previous years.
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Seizures related to heroin trafficking in South-East and West and Central Europe Afghan opium related heroin seizures

Over the 1996-2016 period the standard 

deviation of annual changes of Afghan opium 

production amounted to 3.9 while the standard 

deviation of annual changes of heroin seizures 

related to Afghan opiate production was just 

0.2, indicating far lower year on year changes of 

heroin seizures.                 



Dry Afghan farm-gate opium prices, October 2004 - February  2018 

Source: Ministry of Counter Narcotics and UNODC, Afghanistan Drug Price Monitoring, Monthly Report, 
February 2018.



Heroin related treatment in West, Central- and South-East Europe ς
first-time entrants into treatment, 2006-2015

Source: EMCDDA, European Drug Report 2017.



Quantities of heroin and morphine seized in countries supplied by opiates 
produced in Latin America, 1998-2015



Annual prevalence of heroin use and heroin-related deaths 
in the United States, 2005-2016
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Annual prevalence of heroin use among the general
population
Heroin-related deaths

Source: SAMHSA, Results from the 2016 National Survey on Drug Use and Health, Sept. 2017 and Centersfor DiseaseControl and 

Prevention,  Multiple Cause of  Death, December 2016 and Centersfor Disease Control and Prevention, Drug Overdose deaths in the United 

States, 1999-2016, NCHS  Data Brief, December 2017. 





Sources: UNODC, Coca Surveys, Colombia, Peru and Bolivia (PlurinationalState of) and US Department of State, INCSR(prior to 2000).

Coca bush cultivation, 1990-2016
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Global coca cultivation and cocaine manufacture, 1998-2016
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Global cocaine manufacture ('old' conversion ratio) Global cocaine manufacture ('new' conversion ratio)

Source: UNODC coca cultivation surveys in Colombia, Peru and the PlurinationalState of Bolivia



Coca cultivation density ςColombia, 2016 Coca cultivation in hectares, Colombia, 2008- 2016

Source: UNODC, Colombia ςMonitoreo de territories afectadospor cultivosilícitos2016, Julio 2017.



Eradication in Colombia, 2001-2016

Source: UNODC, Colombia ςMonitoreo de territories afectadospor cultivosilícitos2016, Julio 2017.



Coca cultivation in Peru, 2016  



Coca cultivation in the 
PlurinationalState of 

Bolivia 

Source: UNODC and Estado Plurinacionalde Bolivia, Estado 
Plurinacionalde Bolivia ςMonitoreo de Cultivosde Coca 
2016, Julio 2017 



Estimated global cocaine interception rates, 1980-2015





aLƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŎƻŎŀƛƴŜ ƘȅŘǊƻŎƘƭƻǊƛŘŜΣ ŎƻŎŀ ǇŀǎǘŜ ŀƴŘ ōŀǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ άŎǊŀŎƪέ ŎƻŎŀƛƴŜΤ ƴƻǘ ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊƛǘȅΦ
Source: UNODC, responses to the annual report questionnaire.

Global quantities of cocaine seized,a by region, 2006-2016

00

200

400

600

800

1 000

1 200

Q
u

a
n
ti
ty

 s
e

iz
e

d
 (

in
 t
o

n
s)

Oceania
Asia
Africa
Other Europe
Western and Central Europe
North America
Central America
Caribbean
South America
Global

60%

1% 11% 19%

8%
0,6%

0,2%

0,2%

1%

South America Caribbean Central America

North America Europe Asia

Africa Oceania

Cocaine seizures in 2016



Main cocaine trafficking flows, 2011-2015



Significant individual cocaine seizures, January 2016-March 2018*

*latest 500 cocaine seizure cases; Source: UNODC (AOTP) and Paris Pact,  Drug Monitoring Platform (DMP).



Significant individual cocaine seizures, January 2016-March 2018*

*latest 500 cocaine seizure cases; Source: UNODC (AOTP) and Paris Pact,  Drug Monitoring Platform (DMP).



Quantities of cocaine seized in North America and 
annual prevalence of cocaine use in the United States and Canada, 2004-2015



Cocainemarket: signsof expansion in Europe
Quantities of cocaine seized in 

Europe and annual prevalence of 
cocaine use in the European Union, 

2006-2016
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Cocaine seized in other European countries

Cocaine seized in European Union member States

Estimated annual prevalence of cocaine use in European Union member States
among the population aged 15-64

Benzoylecgonine(cocaine metabolite) found in 
wastewater per 1,000 inhabitants in Europe 

(based on data from 99 European cities), 
2011-2017

Sources: UNODC, annual reports questionnaire data an CORE (Sewage Analysis Core Group Europe) 



Benzoylecgonine (cocaine metabolite) found in wastewater per 1,000 inhabitants, 
2016 (or latest year available)









Expanding market: Amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS)

�‡ Total ATS seizures: highest 
ever

�‡ Amphetamine and 
methamphetamine constitute 
considerable share of burden 
of disease, rank second only 
after opioids

�‡ Users of amphetamines 
increased, reaching 37 million 
globally

�‡ Methamphetamine seizures 
up, East and South-East Asia 
overtaking North America

�‡ ά9Ŏǎǘŀǎȅέ ǎŜƛȊǳǊŜǎ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ōǳǘ 
greater variety of products on 
the market

ATS seized worldwide


