
Engaging local communities 
in drug demand reduction
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WhatECAD does

Share best practices and research on prevention, treatment and control on drugs 

- Annual Mayors Forums

- Lectures/Education

- Advocacy/Policy 

- Contributor to EU and UN drug policy discussions



Whatcanexplaindruguse? 

Biological: drug abuse has a beginning stemming from physical 
characteristics. Explains addiction in terms of genetics, brain dysfunction, 
and biochemical patterns

Psychological: unconscious conflicts and motivations that reside within us as 
well as our reactions to early events in our lives moves a person toward drug 
use and abuse

Sociological: !ƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ŘǊǳƎǎ ƛǎ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
influences or social pressure 



https://ourworldindata.org/illicit-drug-use



ECAD ChairmansReport 2018 



Vulnerabilities

UNODC World DrugReport





Information aboutdangersis not enough

Gregor BurkhartEMCDDA 

https://forebygg.nu/wp-content/uploads/Gregor-environmental-prevention-Gotheburg.pdf 



Insightfrom Philip Morris 

"Smoking a cigarette for the beginner is 

a symbolic act. . . . 'I am no longer my 

mother's child, I'm tough, I am an 

adventurer, I'm not square.' . . . As the 

force from the psychological symbolism 

subsides, the pharmacological effect 

takes over to sustain the habit." 

1969 draft report "Why One Smokes" to the PM board of directors 

prepared by Osdene'sdepartment. Document Bates No. 1003287836 
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http://thetraveljoint.com/



