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• “Inevitability” 

• “Big Marijuana” 

• “Marijuana Legalization = Social 
Justice” 

• “Marijuana Doesn’t Kill/It’s 
Harmless” 

• “Science/Scientists Say Legalization 
Works” 
 

We must push back against… 



1 in 6 teens become addicted 

• The adolescent brain 
is especially 
susceptible to 
marijuana use.  

• When kids use, they 
have a greater chance 
of addiction since 
their brains are being 
primed. 

 Wagner, F.A. & Anthony, J.C. , 2002; Giedd. J. N., 2004 

 

1 in 10 adults and 1 in 6 
adolescents who try 
marijuana will become 

addicted to it. 
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CBD: 
NON-

Psychoactive 
Ingredient 

Average THC and CBD Levels 
in the US: 1960 - 2011 

 

Mehmedic et al., 2010 
 

THC: 
Psychoactive 

Ingredient 
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• Increased risk of mental illness 

 
• Schizophrenia (6 fold) 

•  Psychosis 

•  Depression 

•  Anxiety 

 

Harmful effects on mental health 

Andréasson S, Allebeck P, 
Engström A, Rydberg U. , 1987; 
Arseneault, L., 2002 
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• Persistent and heavy use among adolescents 
reduces IQ by 6-8 points 
• Even when controlling for alcohol 

• And even if they had quit or reduced use by 38 

• According to a government survey, youth with 
poor academic results are more than four times 
likely to have used marijuana in the past year 
than youth with an average of higher grades.  

Marijuana use has significant effects on 
IQ and learning 

Meier, M.H., et al., 2012; MacLeod, J., et al., 2004.  6 



In the last month: 
 

• JSAD: People who jumped straight to cocaine, without 
going through marijuana first, had lower severity of 
dependence than did those who followed the usual 
pathway – among a group selected for having cocaine 
dependence at some level. 

 

• McElrith et al Used MTF data (2011) and found that 
teens are equally split into thirds: (1) Sobriety, (2) Alc 
only, (3) Alc & MJ.  (MJ only is very small – And MJ 
and Alcohol Often Used Together 

 

• Casual users of marijuana had structural changes in their 
brain previously only documented in animal studies 

• .  

This is an evolving area 
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Marijuana has medical properties, 
BUT we don’t need to smoke or eat it! 

We don’t smoke opium to derive the benefits 
of morphine. 

So we don’t need to smoke marijuana to 
receive it’s potential benefits. 

 

• A distinction must be made between raw, crude 
marijuana and marijuana’s components 

Is marijuana medicine? 
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• Marinol (synthetic THC) 

• Sativex®  

• THC:CBD = 1:1 

• It is administered via an 
oral mouth spray 

• Already approved in 
Canada and Europe 

• Also Epidiolex ®, pure 
CBD, no THC 

Marijuana-based medicines 
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• All medical marijuana states not alike 

• Need to make crucial distinction between states 
with storefronts and “grow your own” policies 
versus states with smaller, limited programs 

• Literature: When distinction is not made, use does 
not seem to go up. 

• When distinction is made (Pacula et al), use, ER 
admissions, treatment admissions seem to be higher 
controlling for other factors. 

• Also depends on data set you use – most are inadequate 

Do medical marijuana policies increase 
adolescent marijuana use?  



What we know 

vs. 

What matters! 
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Alcohol and Tobacco: A Model? 

• Use levels for alcohol and tobacco 
are much higher than marijuana 

 

• Industries promote addiction and 
target kids 
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Schiller JS, Lucas JW, Peregoy JA. Summary health statistics for U.S. adults: National Health Interview 
Survey, 2011. National Center for Health Statistics. Vital Health Stat 10(256). 2012. 
 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Vital Signs: Current Cigarette Smoking Among Adults Aged ≥ 18 
Years—United States, 2005–2010. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report 2011;60(33):1207–12  

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6035a5.htm?s_cid= mm6035a5.htm_w
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6035a5.htm?s_cid= mm6035a5.htm_w
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6035a5.htm?s_cid= mm6035a5.htm_w
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6035a5.htm?s_cid= mm6035a5.htm_w
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6035a5.htm?s_cid= mm6035a5.htm_w
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6035a5.htm?s_cid= mm6035a5.htm_w
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Can we trust companies and Big Corporations 
not to target youth and the vulnerable? 

 

‘Big marijuana’ 
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Vaporizing industries:  
Nicotine and Marijuana 

Pax by Ploom 
• Japan Tobacco International (JTI) is 

the third largest international tobacco 
company behind Philip Morris 
International.  

 
• In 2011, JTI bought a portion of Ploom 

– a startup based in Silicon Valley that 
produces a loose-leaf vaporizer that 
can be used to inhale heated vapor 
from marijuana as well as tobacco, 
called the Pax.  
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Regular E-Cigarettes can be used to 
vaporize marijuana 

• Marijuana with THC concentrates 
approaching 100%, in the form of 
butane-extracted hash oil (BHO) can 
easily be packed into e-cigarettes. 

• The process is extremely dangerous. 

• E-cig companies are increasingly 
marketing youth and adolescents. 

• Teen use of e-cigarettes is significantly 
on the rise. 
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http://www.vocativ.com/underworld/drugs/the-oil-game-how-e-cigarettes-have-become-stoners-new-best-friend/
http://www.vocativ.com/underworld/drugs/the-oil-game-how-e-cigarettes-have-become-stoners-new-best-friend/
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/rulesforengagement/2014/04/e-cigarette_marketing_increasingly_targets_young_people_lawmakers_say.html
http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/rulesforengagement/2014/04/e-cigarette_marketing_increasingly_targets_young_people_lawmakers_say.html
http://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2013/p0905-ecigarette-use.html
http://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2013/p0905-ecigarette-use.html


M-Cigarettes  
(marijuana vaporizers) – Brought to you by 

Groupon! 
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Increasingly popular and accessible 
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“The use of marijuana ... has important implications for 
the tobacco industry in terms of an alternative product 
line. [We] have the land to grow it, the machines to roll it 
and package it, the distribution to market it. In fact, 
some firms have registered trademarks, which are taken 
directly from marijuana street jargon. These trade names 
are used currently on little-known legal products, but 
could be switched if and when marijuana is legalized. 
Estimates indicate that the market in legalized marijuana 
might be as high as $10 billion annually.”  
From a report commissioned by cigarette manufacturer Brown and 
Williamson (now merged with R.J. Reynolds) in the 1970s. 

‘Big marijuana’ 
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R.J.Reynolds, 1984 est.: 
http://legacy.library.ucsf.edu/tid/eyn18c00 
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Tobacco Institute, 1989: 
http://legacy.library.ucsf.edu/tid/pvt37b00  
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Brown and Williamson, 1972: 
http://legacy.library.ucsf.edu/tid
/wwq54a99 
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Will Big Marijuana 
become the new Big 

Tobacco? 



Several vending machines and billboards 
have already emerged throughout the 

country 
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How did we get here? 
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“We will use [medical marijuana] 
as a red-herring to give marijuana 

a good name.”  

 

—Keith Stroup, head of NORML 
to the Emory Wheel, 1979  

Medical Marijuana 

Emory Wheel Entertainment Staff, 6 
February 1979 32 



Made people answer the 
question: 

 

“Which is worse: 

drug abuse or cancer?” 
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• Less than 2% report cancer, 
HIV/AIDS, glaucoma, MS, 
Crohn’s, ALS, etc. as their reason 
for using medical marijuana. 

• Profile: 30s white male, no 
history of cancer/AIDS. Self-
reported back pain 

Only a small proportion of medical marijuana users 
report any serious illness 

 

Sabet, K. (2014) submitted 
Nunberg et al. (2011). 34 
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NORML 
established 

George Soros funds Drug Policy 
Alliance and instructing them to 
first focus on a few winnable 
issues like "medical marijuana" 

Progressive Insurance and 
Univ. of Phoenix founders 
fund marijuana legalization 
efforts 

Legalization – Follow the Money 
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So What Are Our Choices? 

All or nothing? 
 

Legalization (“Regulation”)   vs. Incarceration (“Prohibition”)  
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Not about legalization vs. 
incarceration 

 

We can be against legalization but also 
for health, education, and common-

sense 
 

Smart approach 
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Bipartisan Co-Chairs (Kennedy + Frum) 

 
Launch 2013 

 
Over 50,000 press mentions 

 
Public Health Scientific Advisory Board 

 
24 state-wide affiliates  
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1. To inform public policy with the science of today’s 
marijuana. 

2. To have honest conversations about reducing the 
unintended consequences of current marijuana 
policies, such as lifelong stigma due to arrest. 

3. To prevent the establishment of Big Marijuana that 
would market marijuana to children — and to prevent 
Big Tobacco from taking over Big Marijuana. Those 
are the very likely results of legalization. 

4. To promote research of marijuana’s medical 
properties and produce pharmacy-attainable 
medications. 

 

Project SAM 
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1964: 

Today: 
“…cannabis is a dangerous drug and 

as such is a public health 

concern...the sale of cannabis 

should not be legalized.” - American 

Medical Association (AMA) 

DESPITE: 

DESPITE: 

WHO WILL WE LISTEN TO THIS TIME? 

Marijuana is medicine/safe: 



This is about more than 
marijuana… 

“We're at a tipping point where it's 
starting to feel like marijuana 
legalization is no longer a question of 
if -- but when. But what about the 
other drugs? My colleagues and I at 
the Drug Policy Alliance are 
committed to ensuring the 
decriminalization of all drug use 
becomes a political priority.” 

-HuffPost, 2013 



“We should never underestimate the 
dangers of the drug problem and the high 
price that it exacts from many countries. 

It is a serious threat not only to moral 
and intellectual integrity of our nation 

and other nations. It is a serious threat to 
the health and well being of our people. 

 
“Drug trafficking and corruption pose 
serious problems …exacerbated by the 
fact that cultivation and manufacturing 
of drugs such as cannabis [is] also being 

done...” 
- Nelson Mandela 
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kevin@learnaboutsam.org 

 

www.learnaboutsam.org 

www.kevinsabet.com 

www.legalizationviolations.com 

Thank you – for listening! 

mailto:kevin@learnaboutsam.org
http://www.learnaboutsam.org
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