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Outline  

 

• Why Drug Control? 

• What choices are we facing? What are the 
trade offs?   

• Who are the players? What is their end game?  

• How do we mount a modern defense of the 
mind? 



 

Restricts use of narcotic 
substances for medical and 

scientific purposes only  

 

• Opium 

 

• Cocaine 

 

• Cannabis  



Result of Drug Control  

 



Where are we at?  

• Globalization of use and trade 
 
• Interplay between regulation and control  

 
• Discussion on costs and gains?  
 
• Strong support for the conventions but also some 

criticism  
 

• USA, Latin America (Uruguay), Portugal  



The Legalizers Narrative  

War on drugs is lost and counter-productive  

 

 

Violation of human rights, spend our resources on health 
(harm reduction) and treatment instead of the criminal 
justice system 

 

 

Harm minimisation policy: decriminalization/legalization 
of some or all drugs, starting with cannabis 



 



Medical Marijuana is the road  
towards legalization  



 



Users – Activists – Commercial Interests 



Legalization in practice  



Ideologies and Drug Control 

Socialism Liberalism Conservatism  

 
Central Value 

Economic and Political 
Equality  

Individual Freedom 
and self 
accomplishment 

Protecting Communites, 
common sense 
arguments  

 
Case for 
legalizers  

”stigmatization of lower 
classes” 
”poor and minorites 
affected harder by drug 
control”  

”breach of individual 
freedom” 

”prohibiton costs to 
much and can´t be 
upheld” 

 
Case for drug 
control 

Drugs harm the poorest 
the most. Are a weapon 
to pacify populations 

Dependecy 
undermines free will 
and jeopardizes 
freedom  

Drugs threatens social 
fabric of communities. 
Liberalization of drug 
laws costs more.  



Mounting a modern defense 
 of the Mind 

 
• Win the idea of cannabis 

– Concret harms of use based on credible facts   
– Dissect the myth of medical marijuana  
– Emphasize communitarian values (caring for each 

other)  

• Environmental prevention  
• Emphasize the roal of the criminal justice 

system to promote treatment and uphold 
norms of non-use  
 



Mounting a modern defense 
 of the Mind 

• Step out of the trench – honest and open debate  

• Disaggregate prohibition of drugs from other 
issues: 

– Economy 

– crime 

– human rights 

– security 

– class 

– ethnicitity etc 

 



Thank you for listening 
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