


ORGANISED CRIME GROUPS 



ORGANISED CRIME GROUPS 



ONLINE TRADE IN ILLICIT GOODS AND 

SERVICES 



DRUG TRAFFICKING 



DRUG PRODUCTION, TRAFFICKING  

and DISTRIBUTION 



Drug market estimates 
  TRANSCRIME report  

(data range from 2004 to 
2012) 

EUR billion 

EU Drug market report 
(statistical data 2014>) 

  
EUR billion 

Cannabis 
resin/herb  

6.7 - 9.8 8.4 – 13 

Heroin 6.4 – 10.7 6 – 7.8 

Cocaine 5 – 7.5 4.5 – 7 

ATS 1.1 – 5 1.8 – 3.2 

NPS No data No data 



Cannabis  



Operation – Rose of  the Winds 

 



Cocaine  



Operation Moccus – 18/5/2017 

 
• Large drug maritime trafficking 

organisation operating between South 

America and Spain. 

• Spanish and Ecuadorian authorities have 

conducted an operation resulting in the 

seizure of  5.5 tonnes of  cocaine on board 

a cargo vessel.  

• Supported by the UK’s National Crime 

Agency (NCA) and Europol - one of  the 

largest seizures of  cocaine to date. 

• 20 crew members of  different nationalities 

(Colombian, Peruvian, Panamanian, 

Venezuelan, Cuban, Honduran and 

Spanish) were arrested.  

• Four criminal members have also been 

arrested in Spain. 

• Investigation that is still ongoing. 

 

• Cocaine retail price EU – 60-70 EUR/gram 

 

 



Heroin  

Retail price in the EU 35-60 g/EUR 



Synthetic drugs  

 



Production NL, BE 

   



Production – other EU countries 

Bulgaria Czech Republic 

Poland Lithuania 



Environmental impact 

• 1 kg of  MDMA via reductive 

amination results in 6-10 kg 

waste 

 

• 1 kg of  amphetamine by 

Leuckart synthesis produces 

20-30 kgs waste 

 

• Rough calculation: 6.7 tonnes 

of  amphetamine seized in the 

EU in 2013 generated 

between 134 and 201 tonnes 

of  toxic waste 
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• The average dumping quantity is  800 kg. (figures of NL : 2013  787 

litre)  

• Costs varies from 12.500 – 20.000 €/dumping 

• 2013 : 1.900.00 – 3.000.00 €/year 

• 2014 : 3.750.000 – 6.000.000 €/year  

• 2015/2016 : ???  

Costs for cleaning – based on NL calculation  



New Psychoactive Substances  

 Market for illicit drugs – significant rise of  NPS   

• Major boost since 2010 

• Demand for and seizures of  NPS 

• Online sale, distribution using postal services 

• Increasing evidence of  the involvement of  OCGs in NPS 

• Substantial profits from the NPS trade  

 

 Criminals aim to remain ahead of  the law inventing ‘new NPS’ 

 Legislative gaps  

 



 
High potency products – reflection on seizures 
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New synthetic opioids and hallucinogens 

Very small amount can produce many ‘doses’ 



tableting and processing sites in EU  
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The EU's priorities for the fight against organised 

and serious international crime between 2018 

and 2021 

 
 To (1) disrupt the activities of  Organised Crime Groups (OCGs) involved 

in the wholesale trafficking of  cannabis, cocaine and heroin to the EU,  

 To (2) tackle the criminal networks involved in the trafficking and 

distribution of  multiple types of  drugs on EU markets,  

 To (3) reduce the production of  synthetic drugs and New Psychoactive 

Substances (NPS) in the EU and to dismantle OCGs involved in their 

production, trafficking and distribution. 

 To 8) disrupt OCGs involved in environmental crime, more particularly 

wildlife and illicit waste trafficking. 

 

 



Europol Unclassified – Basic Protection Level 

FOR MORE INFORMATION  

FOLLOW US ON: 

@Europol_EU 

www.facebook.com/Europol 

www.youtube.com/EuropolTube 

www.europol.europa.eu 


