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COSTA RICACOSTA RICA

LocationLocation: Central America: Central America
AreaArea: 51,100 : 51,100 kmkm²²
Total Population: 4,476,640 Total Population: 4,476,640 
Population Density: 87,61 hab/KmPopulation Density: 87,61 hab/Km²²

SAN RAMSAN RAMÓÓN N 

Second district, province of Alajuela Second district, province of Alajuela 
Approximate extension: 1000 kmApproximate extension: 1000 km²²
Population: 82,000 habitantsPopulation: 82,000 habitants



Panoramic view of San RamonPanoramic view of San Ramon



San Ramon LandscapesSan Ramon Landscapes



San RamonSan Ramon LandscapesLandscapes



San Ramon’s Fauna 



San RamonSan Ramon’’s Flora s Flora 



National Flower: Purple National Flower: Purple GuariaGuaria



San RamonSan Ramon’’s Central Parks Central Park

San RamonSan Ramon’’s Parish Churchs Parish Church



COORDINATING INSTITUTIONSCOORDINATING INSTITUTIONS
•• COSTA RICAN DRUG INSTITUTE (ICD)COSTA RICAN DRUG INSTITUTE (ICD)

•• INSTITUTE ON ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG INSTITUTE ON ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG 
DEPENDENCE DEPENDENCE (IAFA)(IAFA)



The Costa Rican Drug Institute (ICD) is the The Costa Rican Drug Institute (ICD) is the 
national institution in charge of political national institution in charge of political 
coordination for implementing demand and supply coordination for implementing demand and supply 
reduction plans and strategies. This institution is reduction plans and strategies. This institution is 
also known in other countries as the National also known in other countries as the National 
Drug Council Drug Council 

Costa Rican Drug Institute Costa Rican Drug Institute 
(ICD)(ICD)



The Institute on Alcoholism and Drug The Institute on Alcoholism and Drug 
Dependence (IAFA) is the governing Dependence (IAFA) is the governing 
institution in the demand reduction institution in the demand reduction 
technical field and regulates the national technical field and regulates the national 
drug addiction treatment system. drug addiction treatment system. 

Institute on Alcoholism Institute on Alcoholism 
and Drug Dependence  (IAFA)and Drug Dependence  (IAFA)



SAN RAMON MUNICIPALITY SAN RAMON MUNICIPALITY 
Specific actionsSpecific actions

–– Development of violence prevention and Development of violence prevention and 
social peace policies, involving the regionsocial peace policies, involving the region’’s s 
institutions and community organizationsinstitutions and community organizations

–– Definition of local prevention policies, traffic Definition of local prevention policies, traffic 
and drug consumption control, as well as and drug consumption control, as well as 
other related issues.other related issues.

–– Strengthen community spacesStrengthen community spaces



www.eulacdrugs.org

An initiative funded by the European Commission and executed by An initiative funded by the European Commission and executed by 
the Interthe Inter--American Drug Abuse Control Commission CICAD/OASAmerican Drug Abuse Control Commission CICAD/OAS



• To help improve the policy-making capacity of partner cities to 
support the provision of drug treatment by creating a learning 
partnership among programs in different cities. 

• To build an exchange partnership among cities in Latin America,
the Caribbean, and the European Union that will mutually reinforce 
the knowledge, skills and experience they need to better serve 
their problematic drug users, attaching particular attention to 
social exclusion problems, the social and health consequences of
drug use, and the safeguarding of human rights.

• To sensitize prosecutors and judges to drug treatment and 
rehabilitation as an alternative to incarceration for drug-dependent 
offenders.

An initiative funded by the European Commission and executed by An initiative funded by the European Commission and executed by 
the Interthe Inter--American Drug Abuse Control Commission CICAD/OASAmerican Drug Abuse Control Commission CICAD/OAS

OBJECTIVES :



Santo Domingo Forum: April 2-5, 2008

•• EUEU--LAC City Partnerships: LAC City Partnerships: 

24 LAC COUNTRIES INVOLVED24 LAC COUNTRIES INVOLVED
15 EU COUNTRIES INVOLVED15 EU COUNTRIES INVOLVED

•• Santo Domingo City Forum. April 2Santo Domingo City Forum. April 2--5, 20085, 2008

24 LAC City Delegations24 LAC City Delegations
18 EU City Delegations18 EU City Delegations
2 Observer Cities2 Observer Cities
286 Participants and delegates286 Participants and delegates



IMPLEMENTATION PHASEIMPLEMENTATION PHASE

•• Partnerships, activities and expected results: Partnerships, activities and expected results: 

–– Alliances in specific areas (MOU)Alliances in specific areas (MOU)
–– Exchange visitsExchange visits
–– PublicationsPublications
–– Seminars and Workshops (capacity building)Seminars and Workshops (capacity building)
–– Guidelines, best practices, and protocolsGuidelines, best practices, and protocols
–– Online working and collaborative environmentOnline working and collaborative environment
–– Wrap Up City Forum. Lugo, Spain. May 2010Wrap Up City Forum. Lugo, Spain. May 2010





•• Developing detailed needs assessment in the area of drug Developing detailed needs assessment in the area of drug 
consumptionconsumption
•• Strengthening cooperation between the municipality, the nationaStrengthening cooperation between the municipality, the national l 
drug commission (ICD/IAFA), and other municipalitiesdrug commission (ICD/IAFA), and other municipalities
•• Training municipal staff members in drug treatment issues and hTraining municipal staff members in drug treatment issues and health ealth 
professionals at the local and regional levelprofessionals at the local and regional level
•• Observing how other cities from other countries have approachedObserving how other cities from other countries have approached
similar obstacles and challengessimilar obstacles and challenges
•• Allowing me as Mayor and my team to participate in a much broadAllowing me as Mayor and my team to participate in a much broader er 
international partnership on issues related to drug consumptionsinternational partnership on issues related to drug consumptions
•• Allowing the city to stay one step ahead in designing appropriaAllowing the city to stay one step ahead in designing appropriate drug te drug 
policies a the local level, and in cooperation with the nationalpolicies a the local level, and in cooperation with the national actorsactors

How EUHow EU--LAC benefits a city like San RamLAC benefits a city like San Ramóón?n?





EU-LAC 2009





LAC PARTICIPATING CITIESLAC PARTICIPATING CITIES
Antigua & Barbuda St. John's
Argentina San Miguel de Tucumán
Bahamas Nassau,  New Providence
Bolivia Sucre
Brazil Niteroi
Chile Santiago de Chile (Comuna de Conchalí)
Colombia Bogotá
Costa Rica San Ramón (Provincia de Alajuela)
Dominica City of Roseau
Ecuador                                      Guayaquil, Cuenca
El Salvador Municipio de Colón, Lourdes
Guyana Georgetown
Haiti Pétion Ville
Jamaica Kingston, St. Andrew
México Mexicali (Baja California) and Nuevo Léón
Nicaragua Dep. de Masaya Chinandega
Paraguay Municipalidad de Fernando de la Mora
Perú Distrito de Chiclayo
Dominican Republic Santo Domingo
St. Vincent & the Grenadines Kingstown
Suriname Paramaribo
Trinidad & Tobago Port of Spain
Uruguay Montevideo
Venezuela Maracaibo



Initial EU PARTICIPATING CITIESInitial EU PARTICIPATING CITIES

Belgium Ghent
Czech Republic Prague
Germany Frankfurt
Greece Athens
Italy Rome
Ireland Dublin
Latvia Riga
Lithuania Vilnius
Portugal Coimbra
Romania Bucharest
Slovak Republic Kosice
Slovenia Ljubljana
Spain Lugo, Barcelona, Segovia, Zamora and Gijon
Sweden Goteborg
United Kingdom Edinburgh



www.eulacdrugs.orgwww.eulacdrugs.org



Contacts at EUContacts at EU--LAC:LAC:

www.eulacdrugs.orgwww.eulacdrugs.org

In GIn Gööteborg:teborg:

Ove Lundgren: Ove Lundgren: ove.lundgren@socialresurs.goteborg.seove.lundgren@socialresurs.goteborg.se as the as the 
contact person for the city of Gcontact person for the city of Gööteborg (EUteborg (EU--LAC Steering LAC Steering 
Committee)Committee)

In CICAD/OAS:In CICAD/OAS:

Antonio Lomba: Antonio Lomba: alomba@oas.orgalomba@oas.org as the project Manager at the as the project Manager at the 
InterInter--American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD). American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD). 
Organization of American States (OAS)Organization of American States (OAS)

Who to contact to join EU-LAC?



RaRaúúl Antonio l Antonio GGóómezmez Guerrero Guerrero 
Mayor of San RamMayor of San Ramóón, Costa Rican, Costa Rica

rgomez@sanramon.go.crrgomez@sanramon.go.cr

http://http://www.sanramon.go.crwww.sanramon.go.cr//

Ana LucAna Lucíía Cruz a Cruz ArguedasArguedas
Responsible for the Responsible for the projectproject inin San RamSan Ramóónn

regsanramon@yahoo.esregsanramon@yahoo.es
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